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For this assignment, your end goal is to create a short checklist that helps to support your choice of technology for any given lesson.  In order to do this, you will need to collect some data first.  You will begin by identifying 3 teachers who regularly use technology in their classrooms or locate an online educator’s blog.  After you have identified your sources, you will interview/research them.  Your purpose is to understand how they select the various technology tools they choose to use for their lessons.  Sample questions that might be included in the interview may be, “How do you know what technology to use when you want to teach a skill?”;  “What program do you use to create a formative assessments?”; “How do you choose a summative assessment tool?”; “Is there a type of technology that you use frequently?  Why?”

Compile your data into an Excel spreadsheet or Word Table.  To see an example of this assignment, visit the Professional Interview Project page. 

There are a few goals for this assignment:  
1) Practice research skills.  
You want to research best practices for selecting appropriate technology to teach a lesson or skill.  To conduct this research, you may either interview fellow teachers who frequently use technology in their classroom or you may find resources online.  Write a brief description of why they were selected and add it to the table.  Then, interview the sources.  You are essentially seeking to identify the key questions an instructor asks themselves when choosing a technology tool for a lesson.  When selecting instructional technology tools, what factors did they consider?  Summarize their answers and record the summary in the table.  There is no set number of questions you must ask the interviewee, however, make sure you get the information you will need to complete the assignment.  
2) Practice data collection and evaluation.  
You will collect this data and compile it into an Excel worksheet or Word table.  You want to identify common criteria or themes between the educators.  Highlight key words and look for patterns or similarity between answers.  So, in column one you might record who the source was, in column two would be the question asked, column three might be the response to the question, and column four would be a synoposis of the answers.
 3)   Summarize and report the data.  
You will take this data you have compiled and use it to create a short checklist that you could use as a teacher when you are planning your lessons.  This checklist would help you validate your selection of technology as an appropriate tool for the skill you want the students to practice.

In this assignment, you will submit two different files.  The first file will be your Excel Spreadsheet or Word Table.  This should provide a clear picture of the questions asked, the responder’s answers, and your classifications of themes.

The second file will be your resulting checklist.  Keep this short; you want it to be practical.  Provide 3-5 reflective questions you could ask yourself in order to help you select an appropriate technology tool for a lesson.  In the end, you will have practiced a data-driven study and compilation of information in order to create a checklist that you could use for your own lesson planning.
